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Direct examination of an impression smear made from the cut 
surface of affected lung tissue from 6-month-old kitten with
 granulomatous pneumonia caused by Aelurostrongylus sp.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Dear Colleagues 

Happy New Year! 

Welcome to 2023 and to the first issue of the Davis-Thompson Foundation’s 
Newsletter for the new year. This edition was masterfully prepared, as usual, by 
our outstanding Managing Editors, Jeann Leal and Javier Asin.
 
2022 was a year of great and abundant training opportunities offered by the 
Foundation virtually and in person all over the world. Amongst the former, 
we had 172 meetings in English, Spanish or Portuguese, attended by a total of 
22,435 participants from 103 different countries from (alphabetically) Albania 
to Vietnam.  The number of in-person seminars and courses has been increas-
ing progressively this past year, and we hope it will keep growing in 2023.  A 
significant number of virtual training opportunities will still be available for 
free or at a very reduced cost for participants all over the world. 
 
Our outstanding team of volunteers is already working on the preparation of a 
vast and exciting program of training activities for 2023. Look for more infor-
mation on the website of the Foundation (https://davisthompsonfoundation.
org/) or on social media.

Hoping to see many of you in one or more of our upcoming seminars.

Warm regards

Francisco (Paco) Uzal
Chief Executive Officer
Davis-Thompson Foundation
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JVDI in Focus

Our January focus is an article appearing in JVDI’s January issue, “Psittacid alphaher-
pesvirus 5 infection in Indian ringneck parakeets in southern California” by Eileen E. 
Henderson, Nicolas Streitenberger, Javier Asin, Anibal Armien, Beate M. Crossley, April 
L. Childress, James F. X. Wellehan Jr, Francisco A. Uzal.

J Vet Diagn Invest 2023;35(1). https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/
full/10.1177/10406387221136568

Abstract. Four Indian ringneck parakeets (Psittacula krameri; syn. ringneck parrots 
or rose-ringed parakeets) were submitted by 2 private owners for autopsy following 
a history of dyspnea and death. Gross findings were varied and included thickening 
of the left caudal thoracic air sac, white spots throughout the liver, mild dilation of 
the proventriculus, coelomic effusion, splenomegaly, and pulmonary congestion 
and edema. Microscopically, the submitted parakeets had significant lesions in the 
lower respiratory tract, including necrotizing bronchitis, parabronchitis, and inters-
titial pneumonia with numerous syncytia containing eosinophilic intranuclear inclu-
sions. Electron microscopy of the lungs was compatible with a herpesviral infection 
and Psittacid alphaherpesvirus 5 (PsAHV5) was detected via PCR and sequencing. 
There has been inconsistent terminology used with Psittacid alphaherpesvirus 3 and 
PsAHV5; we attempt here to clarify the reported history of these viruses.

 

Figure 1. Herpesvirus-associated pneumonia in Indian ringneck parakeets. Syncytia 
containing amphophilic intranuclear inclusions within the A. lung and B. air sacs. H&E.

JVDI IN FOCUS



Brazilian Descriptive  
Veterinary Pathology Course

Belo Horizonte, Brazil
December 5-9, 2022

In early December, Drs. Jey Koehler, Linden 
Craig, and Patty Pesavento took the De-
scriptive Veterinary Pathology course on 
the road down to beautiful Belo Horizonte 
in the Brazilian state of Minas Gerais.  131 
participants from every state in Brazil were 
in attendance, representing a full spectrum 
of veterinary students, residents, graduate 
students, and practicing pathologists in both 
diagnostic laboratories and academia, as 
well as one canine attendee who struggled 
to stay awake during some of the lectures:
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The attendees were some of the warmest, friendliest, and most appreciative we have 
ever encountered.  It really reinforced the value of an in-person meeting, and the local 
organizers made sure we all gained at least five pounds by having break tables loaded up 
with local coffee, desserts, and of course trays full of diabolically delicious paõ de queijo!  

During the lectures, there was a lot of great audience participation, and during the 
breaks there was vibrant discussion about topics ranging from US residency pro-
grams to local culture to collaborative research projects and so much more.  We 
truly feel as if we’ve made some life-long friends that we hope to stay in touch with.  
This kind of interaction just isn’t possible with virtual meetings, and the connecti-
ons made have immeasurable benefits both personal and professional for everyone 
involved!On Wednesday afternoon Dr. Ricardo Evandro Mendes (Professor en Insti-
tuto Federal Catarinense) delighted the audience with a series of interesting cases 
of diseases of cattle.  The videos of antemortem clinical presentation and necropsy 
lesions were a huge hit (check out his Instagram @patologiaifc!) The phenomenal 
translators, Larissa Benevides and Leo Alenquer, provided simultaneous translation 
into Portuguese through headsets all day long, and without their extensive medi-
cal translation experience and stamina the course would not have been possible.  
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Special acknowledgment and thanks go out to local organizers Drs. Renato Lima dos 
Santos (currently in California) and Drs. Felipe Pierezan, Beatriz Novaes, and Carlos Edu-
ardo Lopes for their generosity and kindness as local hosts, and to all the student and 
faculty volunteers at UFMG who worked on all the logistics make things run smoot-
hly.   Great thanks also go to the generous financial contributions of the Associação 
Brasileira de Patologia Veterinária and especially scientific director Dr. Francisco Leite 
in support of translation services.  Nós amamos o Brasil, and we can’t wait to get back!
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DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISE

Case #:200; Month: November; Year: 2022

Contributors: Bianca S. de Cecco, DVM, MSc, PhD, Luan C. Henker, DVM, MSc,
PhD, Franciéli A. Molossi, DVM, MSc, Júlia G. Wronski, DVM, MSc, Marina P.
Lorenzett, DVM, MSc, PhD, Caroline Tochetto, DVM, MSc, PhD, Lucía Cano-Ortiz,
DVM, MSc, PhD, David Driemeier, DVM, MSc, PhD, Saulo P. Pavarini, DVM, MSc,
PhD, Setor de Patologia Veterinária, Faculdade de Medicina Veterinária,
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil.
Corresponding author: Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul.
biasantanacecco@gmail.com 

Clinical History: A two-year-old Aberdeen Angus heifer presented an abrupt onset
of tachypnea, mucopurulent nasal discharge, dyspnea, and fever (41°C).
Twenty-four hours after the onset of clinical signs, the heifer had ruminal atony,
severe dehydration, hypothermia (35°C), and died. A few days before this heifer
died, another two steers from the same herd had similar clinical signs and died. The
herd was composed of 200 cattle, confined in an outside pen in a feedlot operation.
Cattle were purchased from many properties and introduced to the herd without
any type of quarantine or testing. The heifer had been on the property for 39 days
and had no vaccination history

Gross and Histological Images:
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  DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISE

Follow-up questions:
• Histological description
• Name of the condition
• Etiology
• Two differential etiological diagnoses

*The Diagnostic Exercises are an initiative of the Latin Comparative Pathology  
Group (LCPG), the Latin American subdivision of The Davis-Thompson Foun-
dation.

These exercises are contributed by members and non-members from any co-
untry of residence. - Consider submitting an exercise! - A final document con-
taining this material with answers and a brief discussion will be posted on the 
CL Davis website (http://www.cldavis.org/diagnostic_exercises.html).

Associate Editor for this Diagnostic Exercise: Saulo Pavarini

Editor-in-chief: Claudio Barros

Click here for answers

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org//wp-content//uploads//wpforms//23486-50abf0deb474a5f660cf9b5a15706d81//DTF-LCPG-200-Answer-Sheet-f475bf2807929a981f3eac0c3f89c221.pdf
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PATOLOGIA OCULAR

Click here to register

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6xCPX8lGQDO4ECXy-LBc6w
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NECROPSY COURSE

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/necropsy-course-january-2023-the-davis-thompson-foundation/
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GEN PATH COURSE 2023

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/2023-general-pathology-review-course-2/
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INTRODUCTION TO VET HISTOPATH

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/basichistopathcourse


18 DAVIS-THOMPSON NEWSLETTER, JANUARY  2023

SPANISH MEETING

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/2nd-spanish-davis-thompson-foundation-meeting-ruminant-pig-pathology/
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BSTP CORNER

http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/ces-6-male-reproductive-system/
http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/37th-annual-scientific-meeting-of-the-bstp/
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http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/ces-6-male-reproductive-system/
http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/37th-annual-scientific-meeting-of-the-bstp/
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BSTP CORNER

http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/ces-6-male-reproductive-system/
http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/37th-annual-scientific-meeting-of-the-bstp/
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MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Membership Fees:
$50 - Professionals in US, Canada, and Europe
$30 - Professionals in Latin America
$25 - Students in US, Canada, and Europe
$15 - Students in Latine America

Use this link to join: https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/lcpg-membership

LCPG is the proud Latin American Division of the Davis Thompson Foundation

https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/lcpg-membership


Please contact one or more of the following if you are interested 
in volunteering:
   -Dr. Koehler: jaw0007@auburn.edu
   -Dr. Uzal: fauzal@ucdavis.edu
   -Dr. Williams: bruce.h.williams.dvm@gmail.com
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JANUARY 2023DAVIS-THOMPSON FOUNDATION
Phone: 847-367-4359  
Fax: 847-247-1869

   davisthompsonfoundation.org

          cldavisdvm@comcast.net

Davis-Thompson 
Foundation Pathology 
Externship
 
Since 1980, the Davis-Thompson Foundation lab 
sites have hosted more than 125 veterinary 
students at 8 participating diagnostic laboratories. 
These students usually have a strong interest in 
pathology itself or zoo or poultry medicine that 
require a strong pathology background. The 
Foundation is always interested in having veterinary 
students apply for an externship and we would like 
to add more externship sites that do not usually 
have veterinary students, to help increase their 
interest and knowledge of pathology with some off-
campus experience.  For more information, contact 
Dr. Jim Britt, jobritt@sbcglobal.net; 501-912-
1449.

CLICK HERE to order your copy today!

Atlas De Parasitos Metazoarios 
En Tejidos Animales - Click Here 

to Get a Digital Download!

RETIRING?

Have slides left over from your recent slide seminar? 
Just looking to free up some storage space? The 
Foundation is looking for additional glass slides, 
kodachromes and other similar materials for its 
Correspondence Division and Study Centers. All 
materials should be well identified with as much 
accompany history and discussion as possible, as 
these materials are expressly used for teaching. 
Moreover, as the Foundation is a publicly donative 
charity, all donated materials are tax-deductible. For 
more information, please contact Dr. Bruce Williams 
at bruce.h.williams.dvm@gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/product-category/surgical-pathology-of-tumors-of-domestic-animals/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/bookstore/atlas-de-parasitos-metazarios-digital-download/
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