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COMMENTARY FROM THE 
FOUNDATION'S CEO

Dear colleagues

Welcome to the April issue of the Davis/Thompson Foundation Newslet-
ter, prepared as usual by our fantastic editors Stephanie Shrader, Javier 
Asin and Jeann Leal.

This month, in addition to our already traditional outstanding materi-
al on training opportunities and much more, we are delighted to share 
with you Dr Grant Maxie’s editorial on “Clarity of expression in scientific 
writing”. Dr Maxie is a real giant in the world of veterinary pathology. This 
masterpiece is a product of his many years of experience as an editor, in-
cluding, amongst others, publications such as Jubb, Kennedy and Palm-
er’s Pathology of Domestic Animals (now on its 6th Edition), The Canadian 
Veterinary Journal and The Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation. 
What we have here is a cutting-edge editorial, and anybody involved in 
scientific writing will benefit from this article, now and for a very long time 
to come. Our heartfelt thanks to Dr Maxie for his generous contribution!

We are also extremely proud to share with you the news that our very own Dr 
Bruce Williams, former President and CEO, and current Treasurer of the Davis 
Thompson Foundation, was recently awarded the Dean's Distinguished Ser-
vice Award from The University of Georgia, his Alma Mater. Bruce was recog-
nized, amongst other accolades, for his tireless training of young pathologists 
all over the world. What a wonderful achievement. Congratulations Bruce!

Enjoy!

Paco Uzal
Chief Executive Officer
Davis-Thompson Foundation
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DR. MAXIE'S GUEST EDITORIAL

Clarity of expression in scientific writing
Grant Maxie, DVM, PhD, Diplomate ACVP
Editor-in-chief
Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation
gmaxie@uoguelph.ca
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/vdi  

Dr. Francisco (Paco) Uzal, lab director, pathologist, and inveterate volunteer, is one of the leading 

authors in the Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation and also serves as JVDI Images Editor. 

Paco has often seen my editing in action, and asked me to share some of my editing conventions 

with fellow pathologists in the Davis-Thompson Foundation newsletter, which I’m pleased to do.

Scientific writing, whether used in autopsy or biopsy reports, journal manuscripts, or 

board-type examinations, should followw the ABCs – be aacccurate, bbrief, and cclear. The guide-

lines that I follow for grammar, syntax, spelling, and taxonomy derive from published in-

ternational standards, such as dictionaries, textbooks, style manuals, taxonomy standards 

(e.g., the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses), as are cited in journal Instruc-

tions for authors and elsewhere. Although I may be a thorn in the side of some, I do get the 

occasional gracious comment: from the author of a recent manuscript “Thank you for the 

rigorous editing and formatting. Among them were many helpful or instructive notes!”

Here are some of the canned comments that I use most commonly when editing:

o JVDI uses “autopsyautopsy” or “postmortem examination” in preference to “necropsy”. See editorial: 

Maxie G. Autopsy/necropsy, diagnosis/detection . . . what’s in a word? J Vet Diagn Invest 2016;28:87.

o PresentPresent - rather than ‘dogs present with…’ (jargon), use “dogs are present-

ed with …”; “the horse had …”; etc. (Humans present themselves for examination, ani-

mals do not.) A lesion can never present itself – lesions occur, are seen as, display as, etc.

o Signs and symptoms – signssigns (objective) are observed; symptomssymptoms (subjective) are re-

ported by humans; we observe only clinical signs in animals (fever, etc., animals can-

not relay their ‘symptoms’ to us as humans can – headache, etc.). Given that animals can-

not express symptoms, their status may be termed subclinical rather than asymptomatic.

http://gmaxie@uoguelph.ca
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/vdi
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DR. MAXIE'S GUEST EDITORIAL

o Disease agents or their products are detecteddetected, identified, or characterized, not diagnosed by 

laboratory tests (by testing, not by diagnostics). Diseases are diagnosed in animals, by clinicians or 

pathologists, based on clinical and/or pathology assessment and/or supported by ancillary tests.

o Agent ≠ infection ≠ diseaseAgent ≠ infection ≠ disease. Agents can be present as commen-

sals without causing disease. Infection can occur without resulting in overt disease.

o PathologyPathology = the study of disease. LesionsLesions are the findings.

o MultifocalMultifocal is a redundant modifier of lesions that are inherently multi and focal, includ-

ing foci, nodules, abscesses, petechiae, aggregates, masses. I find that multifocal is likely the 

most over-used term in the pathologist’s lexicon, used especially egregiously in “multifocal foci”.

o Report mitotic activity as mitotic countmitotic count (MC) and not mitotic index (MI). Meuten DJ, 

et al. Mitotic count and the field of view area: time to standardize. Vet Pathol 2016;23:1–15.

o Eponymous termsEponymous terms are used in a descriptive or adjectival sense, are not true possessives, and hence 

do not require an ‘s (Gram stain, Masson trichrome stain, etc.). Note: Gram stain, but gram-positive or 

gram-negative bacteria (CDC Style Guide). “The transition of eponyms to the nonpossessive form is 

consistent with a linguistic perspective and with trends in English usage.” AMA Manual of Style, 11th ed.

o Gross or histologic examinations themselves are not pathologicpathologic, i.e., abnormal. Hence, patholog-

ic, histopathologic, and cytopathologic findings or features pass muster, but any of these terms mod-

ifying “lesions” are redundant – histologic lesion is appropriate; histopathologic lesion is redundant.

o Which leads us naturally to -ic-ic versus -ical-ical. The shorter form, -ic, is generally preferred (person-

al preference, or common usage), e.g., bacteriologic, epidemiologic, etiologic, histologic, morpholog-

ic, parasitologic, serologic, virologic, zoologic, but this rule is not absolute, and some adjectives are 

only used in the -ic form, e.g., genetic, but never genetical, and some are only –ical, chemical but nev-

er chemic. Some distinctions are clear - economic refers to the area of financial activities; economical 

means good value, inexpensive, not wasteful. The AMA Manual of Style states that the most important 

aspect is to use the terms consistently throughout the article, chapter, or publication, but that “… usually 

the ‘-al’ may be omitted unless its absence changes the meaning of the word.” I delete most of the -als.
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DR. MAXIE'S GUEST EDITORIAL

o Eliminate redundancyredundancy in descriptions: large in size, soft in consistency, round in shape, red in color, 

case number 1. ELISA test - test is redundant; ELISA = enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay; A = assay.

o Humane euthanasiaeuthanasia. Humane is redundant, given that euthanasia means good death, 

and the obverse would be “inhumane euthanasia”. As per the AVMA Guidelines for the Eutha-

nasia of Animals: “A good death is tantamount to the humane termination of an animal’s life.”  

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/avma-guidelines-euthanasia-animals

 

o Use the active voice and direct speech, and avoid the use of filler wordsfiller words: it is, it was, there 

is, there has been, it is important, it is hypothesized that, it was predicted that, there is evi-

dence suggesting that, in order to, there is a significant relationship, the presence of. https://

www.scitechedit.com/en-gb/writing-tips/item/18-tips-to-improve-your-science-writing

o Stacked modifiersStacked modifiers. My preference is to form diagnoses as phrases in English, as we would speak, e.g., 

severe, acute, fibrinous pneumonia, rather than the cumbersome pneumonia, fibrinous, acute, severe.

o Hyphenated compound modifiersHyphenated compound modifiers. Examples: reverse-transcription real-time PCR (RT rtPCR); 

96-well ELISA plates; T-cell–rich, large B-cell lymphoma (but when used free-standing, T cells, B cells).

o ParasitParasitosisosis = the parasite is pathogenic and harms its host = active disease; parasitparasitiasisiasis = the para-

site is potentially pathogenic but does not harm its host = the carrier state, and applies to the incubation 

period. A hookworm infection in which there are too few worms to cause significant damage is a case of 

parasitiasis; a hookworm infection in which the worms cause clinical damage is a case of parasitosis; Kassai 

T, et al. Standardized nomenclature of animal parasitic diseases (SNOAPAD). Vet Parasitol 1988;29:299-326.

These notes may be more than what Paco bargained for (I have many more pages of edit-

ing conventions!), but I do hope that they help pathologists, especially those in training, to de-

velop good writing habits and to produce accurate, brief, and clear prose communications.

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/avma-guidelines-euthanasia-animals 
https://www.scitechedit.com/en-gb/writing-tips/item/18-tips-to-improve-your-science-writing 
https://www.scitechedit.com/en-gb/writing-tips/item/18-tips-to-improve-your-science-writing 


From UGA alumn FB page: 

Dr. Williams is a graduate of UGA in the DVM 
class of 1985. He is the senior pathologist of the 
Department of Pathology at the Army's Joint Pa-
thology Center where he has served since 1989. 
He is also a prior President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Davis-Thompson Foundation for the 
Advancement of Pathology - the largest not-for-
profit organization in veterinary pathology in the 
world, and still serves as its Chief Financial Officer.

In the last 30 years, he has not only trained over 150 pathology residents for 
the Department of Defense, but his outreach has reached thousands of oth-
er pathology trainees around the world. He has directed and lectured at over 
100 pathology courses, given numerous lectures at schools on six continents, 
and published numerous book chapters and peer-reviewed articles on the pa-
thology of all species of animals. His online lectures on veterinary patholo-
gy have garnered millions of views and considered required watching for pa-
thology trainees around the world. He is especially proud of his 40+ years in 
military service in uniform and as a civilian, and has no plans on ever retiring.

Dr. Bruce Williams, Foundation's treasurer, receives the 
Dean's Distinguished Service Award from UGA
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SEMINAR REVIEWS



Workshop on Pathology of Ruminant Diseases, including Wildlife
       University of Veterinary and Agricultural Sciences

 Lahore, Pakistan March 21-23, 2022
by Dr. Corrie Brown

The third national GHPN veterinary pathology workshop was held over three days in Lahore, 
Pakistan, in late March. Sixty veterinarians from around the country came to the University of 
Veterinary and Animal Sciences (UVAS) Lahore to learn more about ruminant and wildlife dis-
eases. This college of veterinary medicine is the oldest veterinary school on the subcontinent, 
and boasts the oldest veterinary teaching hospital in all of Asia.  Facilitators from the Global 
Health Pathology Network (GHPN) included Corrie Brown, Patty Gaffney, and Ishtiaq Ahmed.  
Over three days, each morning, participants reviewed case-based material on various diseases 
of ruminants and wildlife, with a focus on understanding pathogenesis and formulating mor-
phologic diagnoses. Faculty members from the Department of Pathology, UVAS Lahore, also 
helped guide the small group discussions of cases. Afternoons were spent in necropsy, with 
an emphasis on learning systematic processes and determining cause of death. There were 
numerous highlights of the course. An alumni reunion on the first evening featured ethnic 
dancers and also several competitions, including sharpshooting. Corrie Brown won the award 
for best female sharpshooter (!), and the prize was a large wall plaque with a saying from the 
Koran about the importance of strong friendships, eminently applicable for the connections of 
the GHPN with Pakistani colleagues. A more academic highlight occurred when two spotted 
deer were submitted for necropsy from a local zoo and Patty Gaffney, head pathologist at the 
San Diego Zoo, was able to conduct a very practical session on pathology of wildlife. Dr. Ishtiaq 
Ahmed, the driving force behind the workshops, and also a member of the GHPN, described 
how monthly telepathology sessions with colleagues in the US, organized with ClassSarah 
Corner, also of the GHPN, have been established and can be accessed by anyone in Pakistan.  
Also, Dr. Ishtiaq described how 
he and other colleagues have 
recently re-invigorated the 
Pakistani Society of Veterinary 
Pathology. As the two US vis-
itors were leaving, colleagues 
in Pakistan were already 
planning the next national 
GHPN workshop. The GHPN 
is very grateful for the strong 
friendships with Pakistani col-
leagues, and the opportunities 
to connect and collaborate.
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  DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISE
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  DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISE

Click here for answers

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org//wp-content//uploads//wpforms//23486-50abf0deb474a5f660cf9b5a15706d81//DTF-LCPG-184-Answer-Sheet-89fc79a9a8b9ded2e9e2c92e32885cd4.pdf
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III GUATEMALAN SEMINAR

               Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/iii-guatemalan-seminar-of-the-dt-foundation-patologia-cardiovascular/
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INVERTEBRATE PATHOLOGY DAY SEMINAR

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/invertebrate-pathology-conference/
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REWIND SERIES

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/crocodilian-pathology/
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SEMINAR SERIES IN SPANISH

Click here to register for 
individual seminars

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/events-calendar/
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AUSTRALIAN SEMINAR SERIES

Click here to register for 
individual seminars

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/events-calendar/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/events-calendar/
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BOLIVIAN SEMINAR

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/ii-seminario-de-la-subdivision-boliviana-de-la-fundacion-davis-thompson/
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LAB ANIMAL MEDICINE & PATHOLOGY

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/8th-annual-wnprc-davis-thompson-foundation-lab-animal-medicine-and-pathology-seminar-and-international-mock-aclam-exam/
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SEMINAR SERIES IN PORTUGUESE

    REGISTRATIONREGISTRATION

    REGISTRATIONREGISTRATION

    REGISTRATIONREGISTRATION

    REGISTRATIONREGISTRATION

https://bit.ly/371VJIy
https://bit.ly/3NzE1gh
https://bit.ly/3wPPFxN
https://bit.ly/35uv9re
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EASTERN EUROPEAN VET PATH MEETING

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/3rd-annual-davis-thompson-foundation-eastern-european-veterinary-pathology-meeting/
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US DESCRIPTIVE PATH COURSE

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/2022-us-descriptive-veterinary-pathology-course/
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NECROPSY COURSE

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/davis-thompson-foundation-necropsy-course-2022-duplicate-27531/
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LITERATURE & INTERPRETATION COURSE

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/current-literature-and-image-interpretation-course/
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ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM OF THE 
EUROPEAN DIVISION

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/2022-annual-symposium-of-the-european-division-of-the-davis-thompson-foundation/
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AAVLD DISEASES OF THE 
NERVOUS SYSTEM
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ACVP PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP
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DT FOUNDATION SEMINARS IN LATIN 
AMERICA
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BSTP CORNER
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BSTP CORNER
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IDEXX CASECONNEXX CORNER
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MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Explore the slideshows here

Membership Fees:
$50 - Professionals in US, Canada, and Europe
$30 - Professionals in Latin America
$25 - Students in US, Canada, and Europe
$15 - Students in Latine America

CLICK HERE to learn more. 
Use this link to join: https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/lcpg-membership
LCPG is the proud Latin American Division of the Davis Thompson Foundation

https://veteducator.com/bone-path-library/
mailto:cethelpdesk%40cvm.tamu.edu?subject=
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/latin-american-division-es/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/lcpg-membership 


The goal of the website and the mission of VCGP is to improve care 
for animals with cancer through standardization of tumor evaluation 
and reporting. This website provides guidelines for assessing common 
parameters used in the light microscopic assessment of animal 
tumors as well as complete protocols recommended for investigators 
seeking to establish tumor grading systems. VCGP created this 
website to maintain these guidelines and protocols as centralized 
resources for veterinary anatomic and clinical pathologists to assist 
in reporting and gathering relevant information about aggressive 
tumors. Detailed protocols and guidelines are educational and 
research resources while the concise versions are user ready checklists 
for diagnosticians and editors/reviewers of manuscripts. These are 
living documents that will be updated and are continuations of 
manuscripts published by our  veterveterinary pathologist colleagues. 

www.vcgp.org is now live!

See: International Guidelines for Veterinary Tumor Pathology: A Call to 
Action - https://doi.org/10.1177/03009858211013712

Grab a cozy Davis-Thompson Founda-
tion sweater to get you through this 

winter and to show off the mighty pa-
thologist that you are!

Get it HERE

...and T-shirts are still available!
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MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.vcgp.org
https://doi.org/10.1177/03009858211013712
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/bookstore/foundation-sweatshirt-black/
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APRIL 2022DAVIS-THOMPSON FOUNDATION
Phone: 847-367-4359  
Fax: 847-247-1869

   davisthompsonfoundation.org

          cldavisdvm@comcast.net

Davis-Thompson 
Foundation Pathology 
Externship
 
Since 1980, the Davis-Thompson Foundation lab 
sites have hosted more than 125 veterinary 
students at 8 participating diagnostic laboratories. 
These students usually have a strong interest in 
pathology itself or zoo or poultry medicine that 
require a strong pathology background. The 
Foundation is always interested in having veterinary 
students apply for an externship and we would like 
to add more externship sites that do not usually 
have veterinary students, to help increase their 
interest and knowledge of pathology with some off-
campus experience.  For more information, contact 
Dr. Jim Britt, jobritt@sbcglobal.net; 501-912-
1449.

CLICK HERE to order your copy today!

Atlas De Parasitos Metazoarios 
En Tejidos Animales - Click Here 

to Get a Digital Download!

RETIRING?

Have slides left over from your recent slide seminar? 
Just looking to free up some storage space? The 
Foundation is looking for additional glass slides, 
kodachromes and other similar materials for its 
Correspondence Division and Study Centers. All 
materials should be well identified with as much 
accompany history and discussion as possible, as 
these materials are expressly used for teaching. 
Moreover, as the Foundation is a publicly donative 
charity, all donated materials are tax-deductible. For 
more information, please contact Dr. Bruce Williams 
at bruce.h.williams.dvm@gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

http:// davisthompsonfoundation.org
http://www.cldavis.org
mailto:cldavisdvm%40comcast.net%20?subject=
mailto:jobritt%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/bookstore/surgical-pathology-of-tumors-of-domestic-animals-volume-4-tumors-of-bone-cartilage-and-other-hard-tissues/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/bookstore/atlas-de-parasitos-metazarios-digital-download/?fbclid=IwAR3KYsCn8QjdINdFSpsKw_JIPNmnmQHDDJrzs5G0YSqpzCDBINmIANeb5m8
mailto:bruce.h.williams.dvm%40gmail.com?subject=
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