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Congratulations to our monthly cover photograph winners: 
Panayiotis (Panos) Loukopoulos, Ghazanfar Abbas, Nicolas 

Galinelli, Jenni Bauquier, Charles Gauci, Simon Bailey, Abdul Jabbar
            *Affiliated Institution: Melbourne Veterinary School, The University of Melbourne, Werribee, 

Victoria, Australia 

Lesion Description: Cyathostomins embedded and encysted in the colonic 
lamina propria of a 16-year-old, female Welsh Pony.

2 DAVIS-THOMPSON NEWSLETTER, SEPTEMBER 2021

INSIDE THIS ISSUE



The Foundation would like to give a special 
thanks to Dr. Brad Bolon for his support and 

generous donation. 

Monetary gifts greatly help the Foundation 
achieve its core mission of promoting the 

teaching of comparative 
pathology throughout the world.
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FOUNDATION ANNOUNCEMENTS

Be sure to check out the new Davis-Thompson Foundation 
website at https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/

• Additional information for all upcoming events!
•  Easy event registration!

• Access Noah’s Arkive!
• Test your skills with the LCPG Diagnostic Exercises!

• And so much more!

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/
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SEMINAR REVIEWS
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SEMINAR REVIEWS
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DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISE

Diagnostic Exercise 
From The Davis-Thompson Foundation* 

Question Sheet 
Case #:170 Month: August Year: 2021 

Contributors: Matías A. Dorsch, DVM, MSc and Federico Giannitti1, DVM. Instituto 
Nacional de Investigación Agropecuaria (INIA), La Estanzuela, Colonia, Uruguay. 1 

fgiannitti@inia.org.uy. 
 
Clinical History: 4-year-old Holstein cow with a history of unilateral (right side) 
facial paralysis, keratitis, drooping of the right ear, head tilt, circling, stiffness of the 
right limbs, tremors, and recumbency. 
 
Necropsy Findings: The left side of the brainstem was swollen, multiple coalescing 
areas of the neuroparenchyma in this region were soft, tan-brownish, and slightly 
depressed on cut section (malacia). 
 

 

Figure 1: Cross section of the cerebellum and brainstem at the level of the pons 
depicting the lesions described as necropsy findings, caudal view. Figure 2: 
Brainstem, hematoxylin and eosin (H&E), 20x. Figure 3: Brainstem, H&E, 20x. 
Figure 4: Immunohistochemistry, 40x. Inset: Gram stain, 50x. 
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DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISE

 

Figure 5: Brainstem, H&E, 20x. Figure 6: Brainstem, H&E, 40x. 
 
 
Follow-up questions:  
(i) Morphologic diagnosis? 
(ii) Differential diagnosis/es? 
(iii) Etiologic diagnosis? 
(iv) cause? 
(v) Name of the disease. 
 
 
 
*The Diagnostic Exercises are an initiative of the Latin Comparative Pathology 
Group (LCPG), the Latin American subdivision of The Davis-Thompson Foundation. 
These exercises are contributed by members and non-members from any country 
of residence. - Consider submitting an exercise! - A final document containing this 
material with answers and a brief discussion will be posted on the CL Davis website 
(http://www.cldavis.org/diagnostic_exercises.html). 
 
 
Associate Editor for this Diagnostic Exercise: Ingeborg Langohr  
Editor-in-chief: Claudio Barros 

Click here for 
answers

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org//wp-content//uploads//wpforms//23486-8a0c3c67762b4ae8d84e400a636af439//DE-LCPG-Case-170-Answer-Sheet-e00361cfc40d7339607811a03d348483.pdf


8 DAVIS-THOMPSON NEWSLETTER, SEPTEMBER 2021

STANDARDIZING TUMOR PATHOLOGY, 
PART 1

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/tumorstandardizationpart1/
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STANDARDIZING TUMOR PATHOLOGY, 
PART 2

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/standardizing-tumor-pathology-reporting-part-2/
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SPANISH SEMINAR SERIES

Click here to 
register for individual 

seminars

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/standardizing-tumor-pathology-reporting-part-2/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/events-calendar/
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Friday, September 10, 2021

11am-1pm CDT

REGISTER HERE

VOICES IN PATHOLOGY: LGBTQ+

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_c1PPFOvORnmGDjnIlWwTNA
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MOUSE PATHOLOGY

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/davis-thompson-foundation-european-sym-
posium-2021-tickets-140987827387

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/davis-thompson-foundation-european-symposium-2021-tickets-140987827387
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/davis-thompson-foundation-european-symposium-2021-tickets-140987827387


13DAVIS-THOMPSON NEWSLETTER, SEPTEMBER 2021

2021 NORTHEASTERN VETERINARY 
PATHOLOGY CONFERENCE

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8E-
JaPl-rQ-aMEorkEXMhMg

skcudddvm@gmail.com

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8EJaPl-rQ-aMEorkEXMhMg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8EJaPl-rQ-aMEorkEXMhMg
mailto:skcudddvm%40gmail.com?subject=
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ANIMAL FORENSICS SEMINAR

REGISTER 

HERE

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XWxRVX4VTBio2O2J0UTssg
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SEMINAR SERIES IN PORTUGUESE

18/08 15/09 27/10

17/11 15/12

Rachel Neto, 

DVM, MSc, DACVP

Testando seu conhecimento

em patologia ocular 

Felipe Pierezan, 

DVM, MSc, PhD, DACVP

Patologia de peixes 

Adelina Gama,

DVM, MSc, PhD 

Patologia mamária

 

Renata Assis Casagrande,

DVM, MSc, PhD 

Patologia de aves selvagens e ornamentais

Silvia França Baêtae,

DVM, MSc, PhD

Patologia de Felinos

REGISTER 

HERE

 

REGISTER 

HERE

 

REGISTER 

HERE

 

REGISTER 

HERE

 

REGISTER 

HERE

 

Click here to 
register for individual 

seminars

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/events-calendar/
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SOUTHCENTRAL DIVISION MEETING

Click here to 
register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/2021galveston
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AAZV ZOO & WILDLIFE PATHOLOGY 
WORKSHOP

                            https://www.aazv.org/page/2021AAZVConference

 https://www.aazv.org/page/2021AAZVConference
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ARGENTINIAN MEETING (RAPAVE)

http://intrabalc.inta.gob.ar/RAPAVE

http://intrabalc.inta.gob.ar/RAPAVE
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AAVLD TRANSBOUNDARY DISEASES

                            https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/2021aavld

 https://www.aazv.org/page/2021AAZVConference
https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/2021aavld
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2021 ACVP PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP
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BSTP CORNER
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BSTP CORNER
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BSTP CORNER
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BSTP CORNER
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IDEXX CASECONNEXX CORNER

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
Comments:  
Chordomas are the most common neoplasm of the musculoskeletal system of the ferret and are 
thought to arise from remnants of fetal notochord. They are rarely diagnosed in other species. 
Chordomas are typically slow growing, locally expansile/aggressive neoplasms that arise in or 
adjacent to vertebra. They are most commonly seen as club-like swellings at the tip of the tail, though 
can occur in the cervical spinal column or rarely at sites of the spinal column. Chordomas are 
considered potentially malignant; however, only rare cases of local and distant skin metastases have 
been reported in the ferret. There is also one report of metastasis to the lung from a cervical 
chordoma. 
 
References: Dunn, DG. A histomorphologic and immunohistochemical study of chordoma in twenty ferrets (Mustela 
putorius furo). Vet Pathol.1991;28:467–473. Frohlich J and Donovan T. Cervical chordoma in a domestic ferret (Mustela 
putorius furo) with pulmonary metastasis. J Vet Diagn Invest. 2015;27(5)656-659; Munday JS et al. Suspected 
metastatic coccygeal chordoma in a ferret (Mustela putorius furo). J Vet Diagn Invest. 2004;16(5):454-8 
 

Visit CaseConnexx.com to Register 

IDEXX CaseConnexx Corner  
Signalment: 6-year-old, male neutered, ferret (not otherwise specified). 

 

Source/ History: Mass on tip of tail. Has been present for 3 months, slow growth. Hairless, slightly ulcerated. 
 

Figure 1. (1X magnification, H&E stain) Tail mass. A well-demarcated, 
unencapsulated, multinodular neoplasm expands the dermis and subcutis.  

Figure 2. (40X magnification, H&E stain) Neoplastic cells are polygonal, with distinct 
cell borders and moderate to abundant, amphophilic to clear, vacuolated cytoplasm 
(physaliferous cells). 

Figure 3. (10X magnification, H&E stain) Neoplastic physaliferous cells are 
arranged in lobules with multifocal foci and islands of cartilage and bone.   

 

 

Microscopic Description: 
Expanding the subcutis and overlying dermis is a well-
demarcated, unencapsulated, multinodular, expansile mass 
composed of neoplastic polygonal to spindloid physaliferous cells 
arranged in lobules and embedded within a mucinous stroma. 
Neoplastic cells are polygonal with distinct cell borders and 
moderate to abundant amphophilic to clear vacuolated cytoplasm. 
Nuclei are round to ovoid and often peripheralized with finely 
stippled chromatin and often one small variably distinct nucleolus. 
There is mild to moderate anisocytosis and anisokaryosis. 
Multifocally, there are variably sized foci and islands of cartilage 
and variably mineralized woven and lamellar bone occasionally 
lined by osteoblasts and few osteoclasts in Howship’s lacunae. 
The overlying epidermis is segmentally eroded to ulcerated and 
covered by a serocellular crust. 
 
Microscopic Interpretation:  
Tail: Chordoma 
Mitotic count: 0 in ten high power fields (total 2.37 mm2) 
Vascular/lymphatic invasion: Not observed 
 
Margin assessment: Appears completely excised with a closest 
proximal margin of 0.7 mm composed of fibrocollagenous 
connective tissue 
 Case by  

Joseph Malatos, DVM, DACVP 
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MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

EXTERNSHIP 

OPPORTUNITY!

Membership Fees:
$50 - Professionals in US, Canada, and Europe
$30 - Professionals in Latin America
$25 - Students in US, Canada, and Europe
$15 - Students in Latine America

CLICK HERE to learn more. 
Use this link to join: https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/lcpg-membership

LCPG is the proud Latin American Division of the Davis Thompson Foundation

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/latin-comparative-pathology-group/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/lcpg-membership
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SEPTEMBER 2021DAVIS-THOMPSON FOUNDATION
Phone: 847-367-4359  
Fax: 847-247-1869

   cldavis.org

cldavisdvm@comcast.net

Davis-Thompson 
Foundation Pathology 
Externship
 
Since 1980, the Davis-Thompson Foundation lab 
sites have hosted more than 125 veterinary 
students at 8 participating diagnostic laboratories. 
These students usually have a strong interest in 
pathology itself or zoo or poultry medicine that 
require a strong pathology background. The 
Foundation is always interested in having veterinary 
students apply for an externship and we would like 
to add more externship sites that do not usually 
have veterinary students, to help increase their 
interest and knowledge of pathology with some off-
campus experience.  For more information, contact 
Dr. Jim Britt, jobritt@sbcglobal.net; 501-912-
1449.

CLICK HERE to order your copy today!

Davis-Thompson T-shirts!

$20 + shipping

RETIRING?

 
Have slides left over from your recent slide seminar? 
Just looking to free up some storage space? The 
Foundation is looking for additional glass slides, ko-
dachromes and other similar materials for its Corre-
spondence Division and Study Centers. All materials 
should be well identified with as much accompany 
history and discussion as possible, as these materi-
als are expressly used for teaching. Moreover, as the 
Foundation is a publicly donative charity, all donated 
materials are tax-deductible. For more information, 
please contact Dr. Bruce Williams at bruce.h.wil-
liams.dvm@gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.cldavis.org
mailto:cldavisdvm@comcast.net 
mailto:jobritt%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
https://0343a1c.netsolstores.com/surgicalpathologyoftumorsofdomesticanimalsvol2tumorsofsofttissue.aspx
mailto:bruce.h.williams.dvm%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bruce.h.williams.dvm%40gmail.com?subject=
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