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Dr. Francisco (Paco) Uzal New Foundation´s  

Chief Executive Officer  
By Bruce H. Williams 

 

It is my great pleasure to announce for the third time in its 47 year history, the 

Charles Louis Davis and Samuel Wesley Thompson Foundation has a new Chief 

Executive Officer, Dr. Francisco (Paco) Uzal. 
 

A member of our Board of Directors 

for over fifteen years, Paco has risen 

through the ranks, being the architect 

of the Latin Comparative Pathology 

Group (LCPG, aka the Foundation’s 

Latin American Division), the first 

LCPG President, and ultimately, the 

Foundation’s first Vice-President for 

Latin American Affairs. His work, 

often self-funded, established Divisions in Argentina, Colombia, Uruguay, 

Paraguay, Chile, Peru, and held courses in many others. Three years ago, he was 

elected President of the Foundation by the Foundation's Board, and has excelled 

in that job, overseeing the Foundation's courses all over the world (which have 

ranged up to 50 in some years) as well as being the primary architect in the 

Foundation's response to the 2020 pandemic, expertly and quickly pivoting from 

in-person to virtual seminars, while most organizations were still trying to figure 

whether they would even be capable of having meetings. He has also served 

twice during that time as the President of the Latin Comparative Pathology 

Group, not only establishing it, but also establishing it as one of the best-regarded 

pathology educational organizations throughout Latin America. During his 

entire time as a member of the Foundation's board and its president, he has 

lectured for us around the world many times on topics ranging from diseases of 

horse and ruminants, gastrointestinal disease, and descriptive pathology, and is 

most assuredly one of our most popular speakers.  
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Superlatives fail to do justice to Paco’s contributions to the field of Veterinary Pathology, and to the 

education of all those who practice it, especially those who are in the early stages of their career. It has been 

my great pleasure to work side by side with him in a shared vision of pathology education for everyone 

around the world, and it is my great honor to call him a friend. As a friend, I am posting a short bio below 

(to his great chagrin, as one of the most humble men I know) for those few pathologists around the world 

who have not had the good fortune to meet him. 
 

The position of Foundation CEO and the Chairman of its Board is one that is a career in the making, and a 

position that is a second career in itself. It calls for men and women of vision, and provides years of service 

to fulfill that singular individual's vision. Those of us who do it don't do it as a career box check, but because 

we are driven to improve global education in Veterinary Pathology, and to give back far more than we have 

been given, all the while allowing others to collect the credit and accolades. It is a job conducted largely 

off the stage. And so, to the members and friends of the Foundation, I present your new Chief Executive 

Officer, Dr. Paco Uzal: 
 

“Francisco A. Uzal, DVM, MSc, PhD, 

Dipl. ACVP, is a Professor of Diagnostic 

Pathology and Branch Chief of the San 

Bernardino Laboratory of the California 

Animal Health and Food Safety, 

UCDavis. He is a leading expert on 

clostridial diseases of animals with 

special emphasis in enteric diseases. Dr. 

Uzal has published ~ 250 articles in peer 

reviewed journals. He is the senior author 

of the chapter on “Alimentary Diseases”, for the 6th edition of “Jubb, Kennedy and Palmer’s Pathology of 

Domestic Animals” (2015, Elsevier), and the first author of the recently published textbook on Clostridial 

diseases of animals (2016, Wiley and Blackwell). He is a diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 

Pathologists and a member of the American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians. Dr. Uzal 

is an Associated Editor and Photo Editor of the Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation and 

Anaerobe and member of the editorial board of several other journals. He has been the coordinator of the 

Post-mortem Program for the California Horse Racing Board for the past 12 years. Over the past 15+ years 

he has mentored a large number of Latinamerican veterinarians and vet students visiting his laboratory in 

California and lectured in many countries of Latin America, Europe, Asia and Oceania. He received the 

2016 Life Achievement Award from HENAA for his contributors to education in science and technology.”  
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The Foundation Has New Treasurer 
by Paco Uzal 

 

It is an immense honor and privilege to announce that Bruce Williams has been unanimously 

elected to the position of Treasurer of the Davis/Thompson Foundation.  

 

Bruce has worked tirelessly for many years as the CEO of the 

Foundation and before as its president. During this time, he has 

been the driving force behind providing workshops, seminars 

and training courses in Veterinary Pathology, both locally and 

globally, travelling extensively himself and championing other 

pathologists of all ages, genders and races. His outstanding 

leadership and organizational skills have been fundamental in 

solidifying the Foundation’s reputation as the number one 

organization promoting the teaching of Veterinary Pathology 

in the world. Under his direction, the Foundation has gone 

from strength to strength with each passing year and, in these 

very difficult times, reminded stronger than ever. 

 

As the realities of COVID hit, Bruce was swift to recognize not only the necessity but also the 

great potential of online delivery and very quickly figured out the best way to get it done. We are 

now able to offer an enormous number of webinars and courses worldwide, and reach a 

substantially increased audience as a consequence of his efforts. 

 

If you know Bruce at all, you will know that he works unremittingly and is available for the 

Foundation 24/7. Pathologists young and old look to him as a model of what hard work, a good 

heart and a strong vision for the future can achieve. I am proud to be his friend and colleague and 

look forward to many years of collaboration to come 

 

Rest assured that Bruce will be working just as hard and resolutely as your Treasurer, even though 

he may not be quite as visible as before, and we remain in very good hands. Congratulations Bruce, 

we wish you the very best in your new role.    
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Lobster: More than just a food item 
Participants Review Necropsy Techniques, Histology and Pathology of American Lobster  

By Laura Setyo BVSc (Hons), MRCVS, MANZCVS (Veterinary Pathology), Diplomate ACVP 

 

 

On 14th July, Dr. Sal Frasca (University of Connecticut) gave a wonderfully unique and unusual 

presentation on “Necropsy techniques, histology and pathology of the American lobster.” The talk 

was comprehensive and did not assume any prior knowledge, which was particularly useful for a 

crustacean novice such as me!  
 

Starting off with the anatomy and physiology of the 

lobster, Dr. Frasca took us through the structures that 

make a lobster what it is – the hepatopancreas, the 

antennules, the walking legs... dinner at a seafood 

restaurant will never be the same! He then prudently 

discussed the different ways to appropriately euthanise 

American lobsters (always appreciated from an ethical 

standpoint) before taking us through a necropsy how-

to guide, highlighting normal and abnormal findings in 

a lobster necropsy. Following this was a tour of the 

relevant histology and pathology (gross and 

microscopic), and finally, an engaging Q&A. And 

even though they say food terms and pathology aren’t 

ever meant to mix, the education on the difference 

between Maine and Connecticut lobster rolls was 

beyond enlightening! 
 

His wealth of knowledge was evident and Dr. Frasca did a brilliant job of covering these creatures 

in the time given. One shell of a talk by someone who clearly knew his crustaceans! 
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A Big Day of Small Ruminant Diseases 
Participants Review of Small Ruminant Diseases  

By Laura Setyo BVSc (Hons), MRCVS, MANZCVS (Veterinary Pathology), Diplomate ACVP 

 

4th August, and time to strap in for another RACE-accredited Davis-Thompson Foundation day of 

continuing education. This time, small ruminant diseases were covered, with everything from 

common diseases, practical aspects, and a special foray into bighorn sheep. 
 

Dr. Lluis Lujan (University of Zaragoza) started us off with an exploration 

of retroviral diseases of small ruminants. Being some of the most important 

diseases of small ruminants, the multisystemic inflammatory and neoplastic 

diseases caused by small ruminant lentiviruses were conveyed in a very 

lively presentation with colourful and easy-to-follow slides. 
 

After the first break, Dr. Javier Asin (University of California, Davis) took 

us through ovine respiratory disease. His talk was complemented by a 

fantastic set of photos and was very practical and relevant. He finished it off 

with a set of cases delivered boards-style to really get the brain ticking and 

the heart pumping! 
 

After lunch, Dr. Fabio Del Piero (Louisiana State University) took us through 

a slew of practical and useful tips on assessing and interpreting small 

ruminant disease. Chock full of insights that we can easily apply when trying 

to figure out what is going on in our small ruminants, the presentation was 

complemented by a brilliant array of photos. 
 

Finally, Dr. Jennifer Malmberg (University of Wyoming)’s lectureon diseases 

of bighorn sheep comprehensively covered thehusbandry and diseases of 

bighorn sheep. She reviewedthe daily life and all-important interactions of 

bighorn sheep with domestic ruminants and man and delvedinto the 

mechanisms of acquiring various forms of pneumonia inthese majestic 

animals. 
 

A great day with something for every member of the herd!  
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AVAILABLE NOW!!!!! 
Click here to place your order! 

http://store.cldavis.org/vol3tumorofsofttissuesbuyonegetone50off.aspx
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Diagnostic Exercise 
From The Davis-Thompson Foundation 

 

Case #149       Month: September      Year: 2020 
  

Contributors: Vanessa J. Oakes DVM, MPH and Francisco R Carvallo MV, DSc, 

DACVP. Department of Biomedical Sciences and Pathobiology, Virginia-Maryland 

regional College of Veterinary Medicine, Virginia Tech 

 

Clinical History: A 1-year-old ram lamb was presented for necropsy following a 

brief clinical history of 2 to 3 days of scours, and a 4-day history of anorexia and 

hyperdipsia. The producer noted that the lamb often used a provided salt lick. 
 

Necropsy Findings: The lamb was in good body condition. The right cranial and 

middle lung lobes were consolidated, with yellow-tinged foam exuding from small 

airways on the cut surface. The abomasal mucosa was grey, with few scattered 

petechiae. 
 

Microscopic Findings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow Up Questions:  
● Morphologic diagnosis? 

● Etiology? 

 

Answers and more info here!*The Diagnostic Exercises are an initiative of the Latin Comparative Pathology 

Group (LCPG), the Latin American subdivision of The Davis-Thompson Foundation. These exercises are 

contributed by members and non-members from any country of residence. Consider submitting an exercise! 

Abomasum: viable and degenerate, cysts of apicomplexan 
parasites are within the mucosa. H&E, 4x 

Abomasum: ruptured protozoal cysts infiltrated by large 
numbers of neutrophils and macrophages. H&E, 20x. Inset: 

Macrophages containing innumerable merozoites. H&E, 60x 

http://www.cldavis.org/PDFs/LCPG/LCPG_Diag_Ex_149_answers.pdf
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Pathology of Abortion with Emphasis 

on Ruminants, Horses and Pigs 
Participants Review  

By Sofía Rosales. FES Cuautitlán UNAM Anatomic pathology resident. 

On 21st August, Dr. Fred Williams III (University of 

Missouri) presented an extraordinary review about the main 

pathogens causing abortion in ruminants, pigs and horses. 

At the beginning, he pointed out some important differences 

between abortion and stillbirth, fetal death and embryonic 

death and mummification and maceration. He also talked 

about the difficulty of getting an etiological diagnosis in 

almost half of the reproductive failure cases and listed the 

most common influencing factors.  

Additionally, he mentioned some important morphological characteristics to look at in order to 

evaluate the time of fetal death and use it along with lesions to orient the diagnosis.  

After discussing the most common bacterial, viral, protozoal, fungal and toxic pathogens in these 

species, he finalized with a summary of the fetal necropsy protocol, listing the leading samples for 

each suspect group of agents. This was a very practical lecture for everyone who attempts to 

remember all the chief details when trying to resolve reproductive failure cases in horses, pigs and 

domestic ruminants.   
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Embracing the Next Generation of 

Technology 
Participants Review Applications of Unbiased Sequencing Technology in Veterinary Pathology  

By Laura Setyo BVSc (Hons), MRCVS, MANZCVS (Veterinary Pathology), Diplomate ACVP 

 

On 4th September, Dr. Eric Burrough (Iowa State 

University) talked us through the applications of 

sequencing in Veterinary Pathology. He covered 

the use of next generation sequencing in microbial 

census taking and mixed agent detection. 

Importantly, he talks about this in the context of 

validating data and understanding whether the data 

gained from sequencing is a high enough quality to 

merit evaluation. 

 

Emphasising how these tools assist the 

pathologist’s role in the deductive process, Dr. 

Burrough talked through the potential applications 

of next generation sequencing in routine use 

alongside handy clinical case examples. His talk was thorough and unbiased, discussing through 

the disadvantages or risks of routinely using next generation sequencing, as well as underlining its 

benefits. He used many fantastic analogies and imagery. I particularly loved how he likened the 

evolution of diagnostic investigation within the world of Veterinary Pathology, to astronomy and 

the study of the universe.  

 

As the world evolves around us, it becomes imperative for us to remain up-to-date with the 

technologies that exist, to help us do our jobs better and deliver the best results. Dr. Eric Burrough’s 

seminar on sequencing technology was invaluable in highlighting the ways in which we can stay 

relevant in a world that is constantly evolving. 
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Retiring? 
 

Have slides left over from your recent slide seminar?  Just looking to free up some storage space?  

The Foundation is looking for additional glass slides, kodachromes and other similar 

materials for its Correspondence Division and Study Centers.  All materials should be well-

identified with as much accompany history and discussion as possible, as these materials are 

expressly used for teaching.   Moreover, as the Foundation is a publicly donative charity, all 

donated materials are tax-deductible.  For more information, please contact Dr. Bruce Williams at 

bruce.h.williams.dvm@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        

 

 

Davis-Thompson Foundation Pathology Externship 
 
Since 1980, the Davis-Thompson Foundation lab sites have hosted more than 125 veterinary 

students at 8 participating diagnostic laboratories. These students usually have a strong interest in 

pathology itself or zoo or poultry medicine that require a strong pathology background. The 

Foundation is always interested in having veterinary students apply for an externship and we would 

like to add more externship sites that do not usually have veterinary students, to help increase their 

interest and knowledge of pathology with some off-campus experience. For more information, 

contact Dr. Jim Britt, jobritt@sbcglobal.net; 501-912-1449. 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Did you know? 
 

The “An Atlas of Metazoan Parasites in Animal 

Tissues” by Gardiner and Poynton is available on 

line? …and in Spanish !!! 

 

Check it out here: 

http://cldavis.org/PDFs/atlas_esp.pdf 

 

 

 

 

News from the STP  
Courtesy of the Student Interactions Subcommittee of the CDOC 

 

 
Remember, 2021 Award Applications Due Soon! 

o Nov 1: Daniel Morton and Laura Dill Morton Scholarship: Click Here for More Info 

o Nov 1: IATP/STP Charles Capen Trainee Award: Click Here for More Info  

http://cldavis.org/PDFs/atlas_esp.pdf
https://toxpath.org/student_awardinfo.asp#morton
https://toxpath.org/student_awardinfo.asp#iatp-capen
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CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 2020 

 

North America 
Country Course Date Venue Contact 

USA 

30 Annual Southcentral Division 

Meeting 
October 2-3 

VIRTUAL 

Details TBD 

Jim Britt, Ed Dick 

jobritt@sbcglobal.net 

20th Annual Diagnostic Pathology 

Seminar-AAVLD 
October 16 VIRTUAL 

Matti Kiupel 

kiupel@msu.edu 

ACVP Pre-Conference workshop October 27 VIRTUAL 
Jennifer Chapman 

chapmanjl@verizon.net 

Free Friday Seminars 
Weekly: through 

December 
VIRTUAL 

Bruce Williams 

bruce.h.williams.dvm@gmail.com 

Paco Uzal 

fauzal@ucdavis.edu 

Tuesday Day Seminars 

Every second or 

fourth week: 

through 

December 

VIRTUAL 

Bruce Williams 

bruce.h.williams.dvm@gmail.com 

Paco Uzal 

fauzal@ucdavis.edu 

Gen Path Review Course 
February 1-6, 

2021 
VIRTUAL 

Patty Pesavento 

papesavento@ucdavis.edu 

Oceania 
Country Course Date Venue Contact 

Australia 

 
Saturday seminars 

Monthly: August 

through 

November 

VIRTUAL 

Tony Ross 

 tony.rossvetpath@hotmail.com 

Hanna Bender 

hanbender@gmail.com 

Latin America 
Country Course Date Venue Contact 

Mexico 2st Mexican Seminar 
September 30-

October 1 
VIRTUAL 

Laura Romero Romero 

lromeror@unam.mx 

Brazil Brazilian virtual seminars 
August through 

November 
VIRTUAL 

Breno Salgado 

breno.salgado@ufes.br 

Europe 

Country Course Date Venue Contact 

UK European Div/BSVP/BSTP October 21 VIRTUAL 
Laura Setyo 

l.setyo@surrey.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 


