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Morphologic diagnosis: Multifocal to coalescing pancreatic necrosis

Cause: Highly pathogenic avian influenza virus (HPAIV) H5N1
HPAIV H5N1 is spreading accross multiple geographical locations and affecting a broad vari-
ety of avian species. These images from two different waterfowl species represent different 

degrees of tissue necrosis in the pancreas, which is one of the main targets of this virus.

3 Message from the CEO
4 JVDI in Focus
6 DTF Awards 2022
12 Seminar Reviews
15 Diagnostic Exercise
17 LCPG Activities at ACVP
18 Descriptive Path Course Brazil
19 LCPG Histopath Rounds

20 Necropsy Course
21 Gen Path Course 2023
22 Introduction to Vet Histopath
23 Spanish Meeting
24 BSTP Corner
27 IDEXX CaseConnexx Corner
28 Miscellaneous Announcements

2 DAVIS-THOMPSON NEWSLETTER, DECEMBER 2022

INSIDE THIS ISSUE



MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Dear Colleagues

Welcome to the December issue of the Davis-Thompson Foundation’s Newsletter, 
with the compliments of our outstanding Managing Editors, Javier Asin and Jeann 
Leal.

As usual, November was full of great training opportunities, including, amongst 
many others, the full-day DTF-ACVP Pre-Meeting Workshop in Boston, on Tumors 
of bone, cartilage and dental tissue, brilliantly delivered by Drs. Keren Dittmer, Rob 
Foster and Cindy Bell, under the expert coordination of Jennifer Chapman, and at-
tended by 150 trainees and pathologists from all over the world.

During the ACVP meeting, the Foundation also hosted, this year face to face for 
the first time since the beginning of the pandemic, its traditional Award Ceremo-
ny. During this Ceremony, we honored some of our members who have provid-
ed outstanding services to the Foundation and the world pathology community. 
Please join me in congratulating all our awardees, including Bruce Williams (John 
King Award), Patty Pesavento (Bruce Williams Award), Francisco Carvallo (Barbara 
Jean Thompson Award), Anne Ching-Nga Tse and Carlton Park-Man Yuen (Best Di-
agnostic Exercise Award) and Irene Rodríguez-Gómez (Journal Award). In addition, 
trainees from many institutions from around the world received the Student Schol-
arship Award. Please peruse these pages to see details of all these awards.

Also in this issue, you will find the reviews of all these activities and details of the 
training opportunities coming up in December and early next year, including the 
Descriptive Veterinary Pathology Course in Brazil, Necropsy Course, LCPG Histopa-
thology rounds and much more.

Happy holiday season!

Francisco (Paco) Uzal
Chief Executive Officer
Davis-Thompson Foundation
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JVDI IN FOCUS

This month's focus is an article in JVDI’s upcoming January issue, “Histiocytic 
sarcoma with central nervous system involvement in 6 cats” by Jesse Riker, 
Lorelei L. Clarke, Elena A. Demeter, Andrew D. Miller, Elizabeth W. Howerth, 
Doris M. Miller, Daniel R. Rissi.

J Vet Diagn Invest 2023;35(1). https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/10406387221136849

Abstract. Here we characterize 6 cases (4 autopsies and 2 biopsies) of histio-
cytic sarcoma in the CNS of cats. All affected cats had chronic, progressive clin-
ical signs. Three autopsied cats were euthanized because of a poor prognosis, 
and one died. The clinical outcome for the biopsy cases remains unknown. 
Tumors occurred in the brain (4 cases), spinal cord (1 case), and brain and spi-
nal cord (1 case). Neoplasms were restricted to the CNS in 3 cases. Reported 
gross changes in the 4 autopsy cases consisted of neuroparenchymal swell-
ing with or without tissue pallor or gray discoloration (2 cases) and a yellow or 
dark-gray mass (2 cases). Histologically, pleomorphic, round-to-elongate neo-
plastic cells with typical histiocytic morphology effaced the neuroparenchyma 
and leptomeninges. Multinucleate neoplastic cells were observed in all cases. 
The mitotic count was 1–24 in 2.37 mm2 (10 FN22 40× fields). Neoplastic cells 
in all cases had positive immunolabeling for Iba1; immunolabeling was nega-
tive for E-cadherin, CD3, CD79, and MUM1, confirming their histiocytic origin.
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JVDI IN FOCUS

Figures 1–6. Histiocytic sarcoma with central nervous system involvement in cats. Figure 1. A neoplas-
tic mass (arrows) effaces and expands the ventral aspect of the olfactory bulbs, case 3. Figure 2. Neoplas-
tic cells infiltrate and efface the telencephalic neuroparenchyma, case 1. H&E. Figure 3. Neoplastic cells in-
filtrate and expand the perivascular spaces within the dorsal aspect of the cervical spinal cord, case 2. Many 
neoplastic cells have large nuclei or are multinucleate. H&E. Figure 4. Round neoplastic cells with mode-
rate pleomorphism form sheets within the telencephalic neuroparenchyma, case 1. H&E. Figure 5. Polygo-
nal-to-elongate neoplastic cells with moderate-to-marked pleomorphism and multiple nuclei infiltrate the spi-
nal white matter, case 2. H&E. Figure 6. Neoplastic cells with widespread membranous immunolabeling for Iba1.
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DTF AWARDS 2022

Click here for more 
information
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https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/john-m-king-award-for-outstanding-lifetime-dedication-to-veterinary-pathology-education-2022/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/john-m-king-award-for-outstanding-lifetime-dedication-to-veterinary-pathology-education-2022/


DTF AWARDS 2022 

Click here for more 
information
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DTF AWARDS 2022 

Click here for more 
information
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https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/bruce-williams-award-for-sustained-and-exemplary-service-to-the-foundation-and-its-faculty-of-discussants-2022/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/bruce-williams-award-for-sustained-and-exemplary-service-to-the-foundation-and-its-faculty-of-discussants-2022/


DTF AWARDS 2022 

Click here for more 
information
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DTF AWARDS 2022 

Click here for more 
information
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https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/davis-thompson-foundation-veterinary-pathology-journal-award-2022/
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DTF AWARDS 2022 

Click here for more 
information

Auburn University: Dr. Ji-Hang Yin
Colorado State University: Dr. Eileen Owens
Cornell University: Dr. Shelley Chu
Iowa State University: Dr. Susanne Je-Han Lin
Johns Hopkins University: Dr. Kathleen Mulka
Joint Pathology Center: MAJ Dr. Kelsey Fiddes
Kansas State University: Dr. Yianelly Rodriguez Ruiz
Louisiana State University: Dr. José Cesar Menk
Michigan State University: Dr. Zachary Millman
Mississippi State University: Dr. Kayla Alexander
North Carolina State University: Dr. Mandy Womble
The Ohio State University: Dr. Mackenzie Long
Oklahoma State University: Dr. Dah-Jiun Fu
Oregon State University: Dr. Shannon Phelps
Purdue University: Dr. Stacey Piotrowski
Texas A&M University: Dr. Rebecca Bacon
University of California – Davis: Dr. Nicolas Streitenberger
University of Florida: Dr. Marley Iredale
University of Georgia: Dr. Carisa Fraser
University of Guelph: Dr. Luke Haydock
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: Dr. Samantha Lee
University of Minnesota: Dr. Christopher Shiprack
University of Missouri: Dr. Kara De New
University of Montreal: Dr. Charles Lemieux
University of Pennsylvania: Dr. Elinor Willis
University of Tennessee: Dr. Camille Cordero-Aponte
Virginia Polytech. Institute & State University: Dr. Valentina Stevenson
Wake Forest University: Dr. Richard Lang III
Washington State University: Dr. Holly Drankhan
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https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/congratulations-to-the-2022-davis-thompson-foundation-award-recipients/
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Workshop on Livestock and Wildlife Diseases 
Chitwan, Nepal

November 7-10, 2022
(by Dr. Corrie Brown)

In early November, members of the Global Health Pathology Network (Corrie Brown, 
Dalen Agnew, and Ishtiaq Ahmed) led veterinarians from government, academic, 
and private sectors in various exercises involving transboundary animal pathogens, 
and other diseases of concern in local livestock, poultry, and wildlife. In addition, 
there were numerous exercises on surveillance, morphologic diagnosis, necrop-
sy procedures, and communication. All activities were interactive and participato-
ry. The workshop was organized by the National Agriculture and Forestry Universi-
ty (AFU), with support from the Nepal Ministry of Agriculture and the UN-FAO. The 
first two days of the workshop were held at AFU in Rampur, Nepal, and the second
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two days were held at Chitwan National Park, 20km from Rampur. Hosts provided 
a special treat at the end of the workshop - travel through the park on the back of 
an elephant, to view the endangered Indian rhinoceros, which the Nepal govern-
ment is successfully protecting, allowing the population to expand significantly.

Some photos of the course includinga a chicken necropsy session, classroom group work, some of 
us riding an elephant, and some adult and a baby rhino! 
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2022 ACVP/Davis-Thompson Foundation Pre-Meeting Workshop 
(by Dr. Jennifer Chapman, Course Director)

Over 150 pathologists, residents, and veterinary students attended the 2022 Da-
vis-Thompson Foundation’s annual ACVP Pre-Meeting Workshop, Getting into the Hard 
Stuff: Tumors of Bone, Cartilage, and Dental Tissues, on November 12 to hear Dr. Keren 
Dittmer, Dr. Robert Foster, and Dr. Cindy Bell share their expertise.  In this full-day session, 
three co-authors of the fourth volume of the series, Surgical Pathology of Tumors of Do-
mestic Animals, took attendees on a riveting journey through sharing their approach to 
hard tissue pathology. The presenters discussed normal reaction to bone injury, how to 
recognize neoplasia and use current nomenclature, as well as principles and guidelines 
for hard tissue tumor diagnosis and reporting. The presentations covered preparation 
of bone and hard tissue sections, integration of cytology, gross, microscopic, immuno-
histochemistry, and diagnostic imaging into diagnosis, highlighting key diagnostic fea-
tures of common bone, cartilage, and hard tissue tumors. Attendees were given access 
to scanned slides ahead of the pre-meeting workshop and a case-based discussion was 
incorporated into the presentations. This was a brilliant seminar, reflected by the over-
whelmingly positive remarks from attendees. Thank you Drs. Dittmer, Foster, and Bell!

Course speakers and some of the organizers
Front row (L to R): 
Cindy Bell, Keren Dittmer, Rob Foster, Bruce Williams.
Back row (L to R): 
Jey Koehler, Paco Uzal, Rafaela De Negri.

Dr. Foster lecturing in front of a room full of attendees  
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DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISE
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  DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISE

Click here for answers

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org//wp-content//uploads//wpforms//23486-50abf0deb474a5f660cf9b5a15706d81//DTF-LCPG-199-Answer-Sheet-87b0c82c0f3c824d569d60ff4a917d8f.pdf
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LCPG ACTIVITIES AT ACVP
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DESCRIPTIVE PATH COURSE BRAZIL

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/brazilian-descriptive-veterinary-pathology-course-2022/


Click here to register
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LCPG HISTOPATH ROUNDS

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/serie-de-seminarios-de-histopatologia-del-lcpg-2/
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NECROPSY COURSE

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/necropsy-course-january-2023-the-davis-thompson-foundation/
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GEN PATH COURSE 2023

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/2023-general-pathology-review-course-2/
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INTRODUCTION TO VET HISTOPATH

Registration informa-
tion coming soon at 

the DTF website

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/events-calendar/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/events-calendar/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/events-calendar/


23DAVIS-THOMPSON NEWSLETTER, DECEMBER 2022

SPANISH MEETING

Click here to register

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/event/2nd-spanish-davis-thompson-foundation-meeting-ruminant-pig-pathology/
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BSTP CORNER

http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/ces-6-male-reproductive-system/
http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/37th-annual-scientific-meeting-of-the-bstp/
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BSTP CORNER

http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/ces-6-male-reproductive-system/
http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/37th-annual-scientific-meeting-of-the-bstp/
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BSTP CORNER

http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/ces-6-male-reproductive-system/
http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/37th-annual-scientific-meeting-of-the-bstp/
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IDEXX CASECONNEXX CORNER
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MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Membership Fees:
$50 - Professionals in US, Canada, and Europe
$30 - Professionals in Latin America
$25 - Students in US, Canada, and Europe
$15 - Students in Latine America

Use this link to join: https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/lcpg-membership

LCPG is the proud Latin American Division of the Davis Thompson Foundation

https://davisthompsonfoundation.regfox.com/lcpg-membership


Please contact one or more of the following if you are interested 
in volunteering:
   -Dr. Koehler: jaw0007@auburn.edu
   -Dr. Uzal: fauzal@ucdavis.edu
   -Dr. Williams: bruce.h.williams.dvm@gmail.com
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MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS
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MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Check Archivo 
Veterinario del Este

http://www.smvu.com.uy/moduloBiblioteca/23_a52814f9/archivosAdjuntos/ano-2022-primer-semestre.pdf
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DECEMBER 2022DAVIS-THOMPSON FOUNDATION
Phone: 847-367-4359  
Fax: 847-247-1869

   davisthompsonfoundation.org

          cldavisdvm@comcast.net

Davis-Thompson 
Foundation Pathology 
Externship
 
Since 1980, the Davis-Thompson Foundation lab 
sites have hosted more than 125 veterinary 
students at 8 participating diagnostic laboratories. 
These students usually have a strong interest in 
pathology itself or zoo or poultry medicine that 
require a strong pathology background. The 
Foundation is always interested in having veterinary 
students apply for an externship and we would like 
to add more externship sites that do not usually 
have veterinary students, to help increase their 
interest and knowledge of pathology with some off-
campus experience.  For more information, contact 
Dr. Jim Britt, jobritt@sbcglobal.net; 501-912-
1449.

CLICK HERE to order your copy today!

Atlas De Parasitos Metazoarios 
En Tejidos Animales - Click Here 

to Get a Digital Download!

RETIRING?

Have slides left over from your recent slide seminar? 
Just looking to free up some storage space? The 
Foundation is looking for additional glass slides, 
kodachromes and other similar materials for its 
Correspondence Division and Study Centers. All 
materials should be well identified with as much 
accompany history and discussion as possible, as 
these materials are expressly used for teaching. 
Moreover, as the Foundation is a publicly donative 
charity, all donated materials are tax-deductible. For 
more information, please contact Dr. Bruce Williams 
at bruce.h.williams.dvm@gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/product-category/surgical-pathology-of-tumors-of-domestic-animals/
https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/bookstore/atlas-de-parasitos-metazarios-digital-download/
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