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History: A euthanized 23-year-old Quarter Horse gelding with an ~1-week history 

of fever (102.5°F), clear nasal discharge and lymphadenopathy was euthanized.  
 
Necropsy findings: Externally, the ventral aspect of the neck at the level of the 

larynx was swollen. In this area, there was an ~20 cm diameter abscess that effaced 
the left retropharyngeal and submandibular lymph nodes, and extended towards the 

adjacent parotid gland through multifocal draining tracts. The abscess contained thick 
light green pus and was lined by a thick fibrous capsule (Fig. 1). Multifocally, within 

the subcutis and most skeletal muscles, there were coalescing and dissecting 
hemorrhages. These changes were most severe in the pectoral, longissimus dorsi and 
thigh muscles, where there was also subcutaneous and intramuscular edema (Fig. 

2).  

 
Figure 1 
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Figure 2 

 

Follow-up questions:  
• Morphologic diagnoses: 

• Etiology: 
• Name of the conditions:  
• Pathogenesis: 

 
*The Diagnostic Exercises are an initiative of the Latin Comparative Pathology Group 

(LCPG), the Latin American subdivision of The Davis-Thompson Foundation (DTF). 

These exercises are contributed by members and non-members from any country of 

residence. Consider submitting an exercise! A final document containing this material 

with answers and a brief discussion will be posted on the DTF website. 

(https://davisthompsonfoundation.org/diagnostic-exercise/) 
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